Hightstown- Apollo #41
F&AM, Trestleboard

December 2019

NEXT
COMMUNICATION
FRIDAY, DECEMBER
13TH

December Trestleboard Message

Please join us for our next
regular communication.
6:30pm Dinner,7:30pm Open

As my time in the East wanes, I am filled with a mixture of emotions. I feel honored and
privileged to have been elected and served as Master and sincerely hope I have not left any of my
Brethren disappointed by their vote of confidence in me.

Installation of officers
Sunday December 15th 3pm

Regular Communication
Friday January 24th
15th District Feast of St’s
John Saturday December 7,
2019 @ Trenton Cyrus

Brethren,
We find ourselves at the end of another Masonic Year. The Lodge has labored and worked hard
true to Hightstown’s style.

I thank you all for your support. Special thanks to the Past Masters who mentored me by
example and precept.
The advice given by my brothers and friends has helped me to choose the proper path every step
of my journey as Master.
Our Lodge has supported community events, in addition to promoting fundraising and activities
throughout the district. We enjoyed fun-filled times with the hosting of the Town-wide yard sales
and observed the solemn ones, such as the 9/11 Remembrance ceremony of which we took part.
My thanks to the officers who studied hard and were part of the degrees held in our lodge and
throughout the district. Your attendance and performance during D.L.I.’s and our G.L.I are an
indication of the pride and conviction you exude to keep the ritual pure.
This message would not be complete without a hearty thanks to our D.D.G.M and D.R.I who
have guided me and have been a constant source of enlightenment. You guys were always there
when called upon !
To the incoming line – I wish you a successful and wonderful Masonic experience in your year.
My twilight is approaching and as such must vacate The Oriental Chair so that another elected
one will continue the work of our fraternity. I trust you will carry on our traditions and give your
support to the incoming Master as you have given me.

I see nothing but great things in store for the future of this lodge, and those who will be
responsible are not only the Master of the officers. It is a culmination of all of you - The
Brethren ! Without you, your efforts and support the year would not have been so successful.
May God bless all of you, Freemasonry, and continue to watch over and guide our humble
Lodge !
Fraternally,
Brother Ron Herzog W.M. 2019

Brethren,
Each time we meet and every step that I have taken out of the darkness into the
beautiful light we know as Masonry I am reminded of what a wonderful institution this
is. It is the brethren that make this an instrument of good. I know how the brethren toil
to meet the obligations of their family and employments; it is humbling to see the
amount of commitment that so many have shown their lodge. I would be remiss if I did
not echo what we have all heard so often. Every endeavor is a blessing from the Grand
Architect, and as we travel through the journey where he only knows the path, I would
like to remind you that Masonry will reward you to the extent of what you give to
Masonry. There are so many brethren in the lodge that I have not personally met,
however the stories are still there. I am personally inviting the brethren back to the
lodge. The Grand Architect is preparing a glorious full moon to remind us of our next
regular communication. As you are aware it will be the Friday following that celestial
event, I hope to see you there. We have a active lodge full of life and activities. Our
Past Masters Night marks precursor to our Annual Communication which then adds to
our roster of Past Masters, the respectful cycle of leadership continues.
As the sun sets in the west I would like to thank our Worshipful Master Ron Herzog for
the unwavering leadership he has shown the lodge. He lead us by his example of how
a Mason lives, at every turn he was there to assist with an ear, greet with a handshake,
and advise with wisdom. Hightstown Apollo Lodge is fortunate to have so many
dedicated members guided by a Worshipful Master who followed precepts of Masonry
as closely as any mortal man could have done.
I would like to close by wishing all the absolute best wishes from the West and from my
family to all of yours a very warm, healthy and enjoyable holiday season.
Tony Katawick
Senior Warden

From the South, October 2019

Brethren, I have devoted my time most of this year to reflecting on the virtues that are
the essence of a Mason’s character. The last to consider and perhaps the most
fundamental is Justice.

Justice is enjoined by both human and divine law and is the standard of right which
enables us to render to every man his just due without distinction. When tempered by
temperance and charity we are able to judge situations and actions free of rage and
passion. This is what makes us better men. This is what makes it possible for us to
make good men better. This is what makes it possible to render the most charitable
judgment of a failing brother and opens up the door to the vindication of his character.
It is the tool by which the rough stone is made square; suitable for use by the Great
Architect of the Universe.

Michael Kraus, J.W.



15th District Feast of St’s John Saturday December 7, 2019 @ Trenton Cyrus No.5
o Salad, Rolls, Baked Ham, Homemade Macaroni & Cheese, Stewed Tomatoes, Green
Beans, Corn, Water & Soft Drinks, Deserts, Coffee & Tea. NOTE-BYOB (There will be
a limited amount of grilled chicken available for those that cannot eat Pork)
o $20.00 per Person, Reservations Required by Lodge and Due December 4, 2019
o Gathering 4:00pm / Dinner 5:00pm / Presentations 6:00pm / Fellowship Follow.



2020 Official Visits of the DDGM:
o Gothic Fraternal Lodge Monday February 3, 2020
o Amwell Lodge Wednesday February 12, 2020
o Hightstown Apollo Friday March 13, 2020
o Trenton Cyrus Lodge Wednesday February 19, 2020
o Mercer Lodge Wednesday February 26, 2020
o Horizon Daylight Lodge Wednesday March 11, 2020

15th District DLI Schedule

2020 District Lodge of Instruction
o January Monday 13th at Mercer 50
o February Wednesday 5th at Hightstown Apollo
o March Wednesday 4th at Mercer 50
o April – TBD (DDGM to Schedule)
o May Wednesday 6th at Gothic Fraternal
o June Wednesday 3rd at Trenton Cyrus
o September Friday 11th at Trenton Cyrus
o October Wednesday 7th at Amwell
o November Wednesday 4th at Hightstown Apollo
o December Wednesday 2nd at Gothic


Please support the lodge with purchasing ShopRite gift cards, 5% of all money will go back to our
lodge.

History pervades every cobblestone of Barrack Street in Trenton, New Jersey. As the name suggests, standing on one side of the street is the Old Barracks
utilized by British and Hessian troops from 1758 up until the Battle Trenton on December 26, 1776, at which point General George Washington and the
victorious Continental Army took control of the area. Diagonally across from the Old Barracks stands a small stone building, built in 1793, which served
as the original Grand Lodge of New Jersey. And in between those structures (at 100 Barrack St.) is the magnificent Trenton Masonic Temple, constructed
in 1926, which is the current home of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey as well as the Museum of Masonic Culture.

Last month, I was driving back to Massachusetts from a business trip in Philadelphia and passed through Trenton along the way. I had contacted R.W.
Glenn Visscher, the Curator of the Museum of Masonic Culture, and he kindly agreed to meet my wife and I there to give us a tour of the historic Trenton
Masonic Temple. I had first become aware of the Museum in 2018, when I was commissioned to make a charcoal portrait of the late Charles D. Visscher,
the original Curator. He was Glenn's father. Caring for the collection has become a passionate legacy within the Visscher family. Glenn's mother,
Barbara, and his sister, Karyn, both help operate the Museum as well.
After passing through the large doors on Barrack Street and seeing the ornate lobby, banquet hall, Library and administrative area, we headed upstairs.
The second floor houses three large Lodge rooms. The first is utilized by a few different Blue Lodges, next there is the impressive Ionic Hall of the Grand
Lodge of New Jersey. Then, the far end of the level contains a third (former) Lodge room and several adjacent ante-rooms, all of which provide a
wonderful backdrop to display the collection of the Museum of Masonic Culture.
Cases in the hallway contain a stone from the White House presented by President Harry S. Truman to the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, the original 18th
Century deed for the Temple's land, a cannon ball from the Battle of Trenton and a Masonic apron worn at the funeral of George Washington. A few
connecting rooms with various displays lead to the entry of the main museum room, named in honor of Charles D. Visscher (with my portrait of him and
a plaque hung beside the door). The main gallery contains a comprehensive, all-inclusive collection of historic and contemporary regalia from Blue
Lodges and the various appendant bodies (including Prince Hall Affiliated bodies). There is everything from DeMolay and Eastern Star items to Scottish
Rite (NMJ and SJ), York Rite, Allied Masonic Degrees, Shriners and the leather biker gear of the Widows Sons.
Of particular note are an entire display case devoted to Astronauts that were Freemasons and a collection of rare artifacts related to the earliest days of
Freemasonry in the State, including the first minutes of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey from 1786. There is something to see at every turn and it is
extraordinary work on the part of the Visscher family to have assembled and maintained such a vast collection. I spent about an hour or so looking
around and I'm sure I'd notice many new things on a return trip.
Special thanks to R.W. Glenn Visscher for his hospitality and to the entire Visscher family for their noble efforts in preserving Masonic history for
posterity.
Contact info is of the Grand Lodge website: www.newjerseygrandlodge.org
-TS
Travis Simpkins is a freelance artist with clients throughout the United States and Europe. He currently works on projects for the Supreme Council, 33°,
NMJ in Lexington, Massachusetts and the Supreme Council, 33°, SJ in Washington, DC. He also serves as a portrait artist for the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, Grand Lodge of New Jersey and other jurisdictions across North America. His artwork is in many esteemed collections, including the
Harry S. Truman Presidential Library & Museum in Independence, Missouri and the George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria,
Virginia.

Bro. Simpkins is a member of Morning Star Lodge A.F. & A.M. in Worcester, Massachusetts. He is a 32° Mason in the Ancient Accepted Scottish RiteValleys of Worcester and Boston. He is also a member of Eureka Royal Arch Chapter, Hiram Council of Royal & Select Master Masons and Worcester
County Commandery No. 5, Knights Templar.

Lodge Officers

The elected and appointed officers of Hightstown-Apollo Lodge #41 F&AM for
the 2019 Masonic year are:
Worshipful Master — Ronald Herzog
Senior Warden — Anthony Katawick III
Junior Warden — Michael Kraus
Treasurer — Steven Romm
Secretary — Joseph Y. Miczak
Grand Lodge Proxy PM James Hauck —
Senior Deacon –Lito Araneta
Junior Deacon — Matthew Beltran
Senior Master of Ceremonies — Edgardo Villafuerte
Junior Master of Ceremonies — Denis Cuan
Chaplain — Eduard Lerman
Marshal — John Hamilton
Senior Steward — Rey Alonzo
Junior Steward —Sal Montore
Organist — Ed Clarke
Historian — Alexander Bragat, PM
Tyler — Gerald Fabisch, PM
Trustees
James Mount,Gary Grub 2019
George Smith, James Hauck 2020
DB David Babcock
2021
Distinguished Brothers
DB David Babcock
DB Steven Romm

Emeritus Service Award
RW George Smith

MW Gregory J. Scott
Grand Master of Masons
of the State of New Jersey

RW Brian K. Hartel Sr.
DDGM 15th Masonic District
Masonic Charity Foundation Trustee
Grand Marshal 2020
bkhartelsr@gmail.com

John Pownall DRI
hoops622@gmail.com
Living Past Masters
Robert Campbell PGC 1972
William Rowles 1972
Bob Sprout 1973
Francis Fels, PGC 1974
Charles O’Neill 1975
Gary Grubb 1976
Wayne Hetzell 1976/1985
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979
Peter McNulty 1980
Francis Conway1981
Raj Sudarsanam1988
George Smith, PGC1990
Thomas Estelle1991, 1993
William A. Counterman1994
James Mount, PGC1995, 2001
Robert Hung, PGC1996, 2002
Gerald Fabisch1997, 1998
Mark Megee, PDDGM1999
Carlos Rodriguez2000
Russell Beaulieu2003
Michael Lakat, PGP2004
Ronald Mayer2006, 2010
John Chobrda2007
Barry Cutler2008
Keith Bergmann2009, 2011
Earl Groendyke2012
Denis deLeon2013

Robert Sullivan2014
Alexander Bragat2015
James Hauck2016-2018
Ernesto Somera2017

“A wise man hears one word and
understands two.”

Contact Us

Freemasonry is an institution founded on
eternal reason and truth; whose deep
basis is the civilization of mankind, and
whose everlasting glory it is to have the
immovable support of those two mighty
pillars, science and morality.

Hightstown-Apollo #41 F&AM
535 North Main St
Hightstown New Jersey 08520
609-448-0042

Dr. John Dove

http://hightstown-apollo41.org/
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