Hightstown Apollo Lodge #41 Free and Accepted Masons

MAY 2020

From the east
Renewal from the Grand Architect, wildlife has begun
to populate our outdoors complimented with the
blossoms of the flowers and trees. We have been
staying home, many working from home and we as
Masons all take our roll in all of this very seriously. We
wear our masks and practice social distancing; we
have reached out to out loved ones and our brethren
and friends on a regular basis. We meet using video
conferencing for more than just business. We are in
performers living rooms or basements. My faith is
strong, and I know that we will pass the pandemic and
we also will loose loved ones, and we will celebrate
their lives at a later time. We will return to normal,
once again, whatever normal shall be. So, with
renewed faith in the Grand Architect that spring
brings I charge the brethren to remember our
obligations and to walk as only a Mason can. As we
maneuver life going on, we have a responsibility to be
the leaders of our community, and to support our
friends and neighbors. We will be back in the halls of
our temple and in the company of our brethren, until
then I recommend clear thoughts on how we will
once again help shape the United States of America. I
suggest that we apply the principles of Faith, Hope
and Charity.
April was a difficult month for many of us, but with
God’s grace it has passed and now we are
approaching the final Super Moon of 2020. Known as
the Super Flower Moon it brings renewal and great
light. While the communication for May has been
cancelled, we will be having virtual communication on

Friday May 8th starting at 7:00 p.m. The venue and
login details will be sent during the next week. While
ritual will not be conducted, we will be open for lodge
discussions. Your attendance is strongly urged.
The 15th Masonic District Lodges have several men in
various states some waiting in the entrance of the
lodges and others in various progressions towards the
sublime degree. I expect that the lodges will continue
to work closely with each other as always to complete
the degrees collectively. I bring this to your mind so
that you might remember to work on your ritual.
Hightstown Apollo has 5 men knocking and whenever
we are safe to resume degree work, I expect to move
swiftly to provide the highest level of degree
proficiency as we have done in the past.
Grand Lodge will be held in November and the Most
Worshipful Grand Master Gregory J. Scott has passed
down an edict which is attached. The Grand Lodge
year has been extended until November.
I know that we go “dark” for July and August, however
I expect that we will have a family function if
conditions permit as well as seek dispensation for
degree work if possible.
Tony Katawick W.M.

From the west
Consider how it must have been for our ancient
brethren as they wrought at the building of King
Solomon’s Temple. Assembled at that site were the
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finest artists, craftsmen and engineers of their age.
They were no doubt proud men; boisterous,
ambitious and enthusiastic. They were used to the
atmosphere of the construction site with the
unceasing din of the workmen’s shouts and the sound
of tools, but in Jerusalem they labored in silence.
Stones were cut and shaped at the quarry, metal was
cast on the banks of the Jordan and timber was
dressed and readied before being brought to the
work site.
King Solomon decreed that not even the sound of a
hammer would be heard at the building of the
Temple. Just as today when profoundly devote
religious orders observe the sacrifice of silence as a
means of intensifying their experience of the
nearness of God so must have the eerily silent
atmosphere of their workplace impressed the men
working there.
All too often the sounds and activities of daily
existence distract us from appreciating the blessing of
the Deity’s unceasing presence in all that surrounds
us. Spiritual communion is found in the quiet times
when we allow the necessary vocations and duties we
must fulfill to rest in the background. Our patient and
eternal Heavenly Father understands the weakness of
his children when they lose sight of him in the midst
of their daily obligations. Just as the prodigal son’s
father rejoiced at his return so does our spiritual
father when we finally take a moment to remember
him with praise and thanksgiving for all we have been
given.

In these strange and uncertain times silence has
descended over society like a pall. Those who due to
the essential nature of their work are still out and
about cannot help noticing the absence of traffic and
crowds. The rest of us, isolated in our homes, are
struck by the reduction in the number of cars and
trucks passing by and that so many fewer airplanes
are flying overhead. Yet the markets are still stocked,
there is fuel, the lights come on every night and the
men and women who risk their lives to do so make
sure we are safe. We are blessed.
So, my Brothers what better time is there than this,
when quiet and stillness are imposed, to take a
breath, turn our eyes to the celestial canopy and bask
in the tender embrace of our Lord.

Michael Kraus, S. W.

From the south
Brethren, this month will be just another month of
isolation or quarantine. Our Grand Lodge issued the
extension until May 15 until further notice. Video
conferences were held last month with regards to the
projections for the future of the craft. They encourage
us to keep in touch through text messaging, calling,
FaceTime or any other form of communication that
makes us connected, knowing each other’s situations
and conditions. Our lodge is having virtual

Hightstown Apollo Lodge #41 Free and Accepted Masons

communication while the present situation is not safe
yet (One was held Thursday,4/23). Our Regular
communication will also be done virtually but
differently. It will depend upon the structure
designed by our Worshipful Master Tony Katawick.
Every brother will be notified by e-mail. We are
hoping that more and more brothers will participate
on the said virtual communication and fellowship as
well.
As we continue to face this global health crisis, we
learned a lot of things; and with it, we discover the
thought that there are things in life that are
inevitable, and we don’t have any control of it.
Finding out the ways and means to deal with this
phenomenon in this precious world we live; but to
teach ourselves to be a better creature, in our leap of
faith, to care and love humanity and the world.
Wishing every brother in good health, staying safe
and keeping the faith.
God bless us all...
S&F,
Ed Villafuerte
Junior Warden
In and about the Apartments
There are no activities due to restrictions from COVID19

May History of Hightstown Apollo Lodge #41

Hightstown-Apollo Lodge moved to its current home
at 535 North Main Street, a building once owned
by Hightstown Grange #96. By special dispensation
from Grand Master Edgar Peppler, we were given
permission to open lodge on Mercer Street on May
11, 1979, and then march in open lodge, clad in
jewels, aprons and with staffs, the three great lights
and three burning tapers. We proceeded down
Mercer Street, onto Main Street and then North Main
Street and into our new temple. There we were
greeted by the Master of the Grange, who then
retired. We proceeded with business and then closed
the lodge in our new and present home.

Knocking at the doors of the lodge
1. Barry Clark
2. Joseph Bizonos
3. Aidan Mchugh
4. Brian Kleman
5. James Swaray
6. Julian Best MM Dual Membership
Grand Lodge Calendar Highlights
Visit njmasons.com for detail and information that
has been prepared by our Grand Lodge for us. The
Grand Master has spread it and you should view it.
Brethren please take the time to update your
personal profile in Grandview the site information is
here https://nj.grandview.systems/ In the upper right
you will find Member Portal
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15 District Lodge of Instruction
th

January
Monday 13th Mercer Lodge
February
Wednesday 5th Hightstown Apollo
March
Wednesday 4th Mercer Lodge
April
Cancelled
May
Cancelled
The events are pending currently.
June
September
October
November
December

Wednesday 3rd Trenton Cyrus
Friday 11th
Trenton Cyrus
Wednesday 4th Amwell
Wednesday 4th Hightstown Apollo
Wednesday 2nd Gothic Fraternal

Living Past Masters
Robert Campbell PGC 1972
William Rowles 1972
Bob Sprout 1973
Francis Fels, PGC 1974
Charles O’Neill 1975
Gary Grubb 1976
Wayne Hetzell 1976
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979
Peter McNulty 1980
Francis Conway1981
Wayne Hetzell 1985
Raj Sudarsanam1988
George Smith, PGC 1990
Thomas Estelle 1991
Thomas Estelle 1993
William A. Counterman 1994
James Mount, PGC 1995
Robert Hung, PGC 1996
Gerald Fabisch 1997
Gerald Fabisch 1998

Mark Megee, PDDGM 1999
Carlos Rodriguez 2000
James Mount, PGC 2001
Robert Hunh, PGC 2002
Russell Beaulieu 2003
Michael Lakat, PGP2004
Ronald Mayer 2006, 2010
John Chobrda 2007
Barry Cutler 2008
John Chobrda 2008
Keith Bergmann 2009
Keith Bergmann 2011
Earl Groendyke 2012
Denis de Leon 2013
Robert Sullivan 2014
Alexander Bragat 2015
James Hauck 2016
Ernesto Somera 2017
James Hauck 2018
Ronald Herzog 2019

Trustees
WB James Mount
WB Gary Grubb
WB George Smith
WB James Hauck
DB David Babcock

Distinguished Brothers
DB David Babcock
DB Steven Romm
Emeritus Service
RW George Smith
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The Grand Lodge Of New Jersey
MW Gregory J. Scott, Peninsula Lodge # 99, Grand
Master
RW Robert V. Monacelli, AzureMasada Lodge # 22,
Deputy Grand Master
RW David L. Tucker, Atlantic Lodge # 221, Senior
Grand Warden
RW Gary J. Olsen, Durand Lodge # 179, Junior Grand
Warden
RW Robert J. Sheridan, PGM, Atlantic Lodge # 221,
Grand Treasurer
RW John S. Ryan, PGM, Livingston Lodge # 11, Grand
Secretary
RW Brian K Hartel Sr. District Deputy Grand Master
15th Masonic District, Masonic Charity Foundation
Trustee, Grand Marshal 2020 bkhartelsr@gmail.com
RW John Pownall District Ritual Instructor 15th
Masonic District hoops622@gmail.com

Worshipful Master 2020 Contact Info.
Tony Katawick at 609-712-1488 or email at
tkatawick42@gmail.com
Please send corrections and omissions to me
personally.

2020 Officers
Worshipful Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Secretary
Chaplain
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Senior M.C.
Junior M.C.

Anthony Katawick III
Michael Kraus
Edgardo Villafuerte
Steve Romm
Joseph Miczak
Christopher Aiello
Matthew Beltran
Dennis Quan
Ryan Bennett
Alex Ovejas

Senior Stewart
Junior Stewart
Marshal
Historian
Tyler
Ritual Instructor

Paul Zeszotarski
Joe Giminaro
John Hamilton
WB Alex Bragat
WB Gerald Fabish
WB Dennis DeLeon

2020 Regular Communications
Date
Moon
January 10th
Wolf Moon 1/10
th
February 14
Snow Moon 2/9
th
March 13
Worm Moon 3/9
April 10th
*Pink Moon 4/7
th
*Flower Moon 5/7
May 8
th
June 5
Strawberry Moon 6/5
July Dark
Buck Moon 7/5
August Dark
Sturgeon Moon 8/3
th
September 4
Corn Moon 9/2
October 2nd
Harvest Moon 10/1
th
November 6
Blue Moon 10/31
th
December 4 Annual Tentative
*Will be determined on video communication
communication ritual just gathering on the computer.

no

official
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Please support the lodge with purchasing ShopRite gift
cards, 5% of all money will go back to our lodge.

So long as the work is true, and the first brick is laid solid. The
expertise and skill only a Master Mason can perform, will
ensure that the cornerstone of the foundation can support the
institution. We support the top of the fraternity with what we
do in our daily lives.

The structure on the right is the Hutchinson building
(or Hutchinson’s Hall), which was the home of our
lodge from 1867 through 1943. As the square and
compasses on the outside indicate, our lodge was
located on the third floor of the building, which was
also the home of Davison’s store for many years. That
third floor was destroyed during Hurricane Hazel in
1954. But the lodge had long since relocated to a new
home at 230 Mercer Street.
Based on the presence of horse and buggies on Main
Street, this photo is likely dated anywhere from the
1890s through the 1910s. The first Hightstown
resident to own a car was Ernest McIlevaine, who
purchased a Locomotive Steamer in 1900. Certainly
by the 1920s, automobiles were ubiquitous in
Hightstown as in many other American towns and
cities.

Circa 1920s postcard showing our lodge home in
Hutchinson’s Hall.

