Hightstown Apollo Lodge #41 Free and Accepted Masons

SEPTEMBER 2020

From the east
Greetings Brethren! I appreciate all the labor that
you have completed in the name of Hightstown
Apollo and Freemasonry. You are all commended for
your steadfastness and commitment to our
fraternity. Over the last several weeks I have looked
to your leadership to manage the lodge while I
attended to personal obligations as assured as I
believed so are the results. Our line is strong and
committed. Starting Thursday, we will be continuing
to prepare for an Entered Apprentice Degree and
complete the investigations that are pending.
There is also a DLI zoom on Thursday at 7:30 which I
will be attending at the lodge, I expect to be able to
make the information available real time in the
Hittinger Room.
We will continue to observe recommended guideline
to try and ensure the safety of our brethren.
Enjoy the light provided by the Corn Moon
highlighted by Jupiter and Saturn as you look to the
east and gaze to towards the south. The celestial
showcase has been wonderful as the seasons begin
their change. Forget not that the Grand Architect has
made the designs for us to follow and that his
guidance and our faith and commitment will bring us
through to see a normalcy of our daily lives. When I
reflect as I am sure most of you do, we believed that
the uncertainty would not have lasted over three
seasons of our life. However, when understanding
the global implications of such an

easily spread virus of which modern man has not
dealt with we as masons have the resolve to endure
in the safest and most peacefully manor.
Be well if you need help ask for it. Faith, Hope and
Charity.

Bless you all, bless our First Responders and Front
Liners, bless our Military and God Bless the United
States of America!

Tony Katawick W.M.

From the west
Brethren, September is traditionally the time when
Masons move from darkness back into light. It is
passing strange that the traditional months of
Masonic darkness are the months with the most
amount of daylight. No doubt it was because back in
less mechanized times the concerns and
employments of daily life, which demanded light to
be accomplished, took up all of one’s attention.
Times have changed. Electrification and the
availability of artificial light have transformed the
way we live and blurred the distinct divisions of time
we are taught to make. In the name of productivity
time which should be devoted to service to God and
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our fellow men and to our own rest and refreshment
is diverted to those employments we are told will
help us get ahead or perhaps just keep up. The
workday ceased to have a beginning and an end. We
found ourselves in a twenty-four hour a day, sevenday a week city which never sleeps. I don’t believe
that in the long run the return on the investment of
these diverted assets pays off. No one ever died
wishing he had spent more time at work.
Times are changing again. The corona virus
pandemic and its attendant economic shut down
have forced all but those workers who are deemed
essential (some might say exploited) out of their
usual vocations. Many who have been able to return
to work are no longer traveling daily to a corporate
headquarters. The master craftsmen whose hands
build the world in which we live will never be
replaced, but advancements in technology have
again changed to way many of the rest of us work.
We are finding that we can contribute just as much
and be just as if not more productive working
remotely from home. The corporations we work for
are coming to realize the savings they can achieve by
not having to support a vast workspace. The
infrastructure needed to accommodate the
movement of a population to and from work is less
stressed. The environment in which we live is
cleaner, quieter, and healthier.
There is a price for these changes. The way we
educate our young and engage socially will also
probably never be the same. We will have to learn a
new way of life away from the incessant glare of
artificial light. We as Masons have something most
people do not. The true light of Masonry shines on

us and from us. In these changing times the eternal
Masonic truths, wisdom, strength, and charity, are
the firm foundation of a well-built life.
If these times have taught us anything it is that we
can take nothing for granted. That is especially true
of our fraternity itself. Even as our Masonic
practices evolve and adapt to the times in which we
live our commitment to the institution, its mission
and to each other must never change. I encourage
you all to return to the sacred retreat that is our
Lodge and safely mix with your brethren. That is
where we learn. That is where we are inspired. That
is where we are comforted and lifted up by the
unqualified brotherly love of our fellow Masons.

Michael Kraus, S. W.

From the south
Greetings from the South
We miss the brothers...
Yes, we truly miss some of the brethren who haven’t
visited our lodge since the pandemic started.
Enjoying the fellowship with them, rehearsing
degree work, and some other activities related to
the lodge and for the good of the craft.
We live in this “Covid-19” kind of life for several
months now and trying to make it as normal as
possible... going to work, grocery shopping, and a lot
of places to keep our lives going....with precaution
and care to stay healthy and safe. At our lodge, we
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also comply with all the CDC guidelines &
recommendations and other safety precautions such
as social distancing, wearing a mask, sanitation,
serving food safely and many more. To make sure
that the brethren will be in safe environment and
safe condition as well. We need to continue what
we’ve been doing for a long time and we should not
be stopping... we needed you. We hope that in our
future fellowships and regular communications, you
can be with us again, and hoping that this health
crisis will end sooner and have our lives back to
normal again.
So, brethren, let’s keep those hopes, don’t lose faith,
and always keep on doing good... unto all men.
God bless us all, stay safe and be healthy.
See you all at the lodge brothers...
S & F,
Ed Villafuerte, JW

In and about the Apartments
The building and grounds are in glorious form waiting
for all who feel personally safe to meet again with the
brethren.
Knocking at the doors of the lodge
1. Barry Clark
2. Joseph Bizonos
3. Brian Kleman
4. James Swaray

Grand Lodge Calendar Highlights
Visit njmasons.com for detail and information that
has been prepared by our Grand Lodge for us. The
Grand Master has spread it and you should view it.
Brethren please take the time to update your
personal profile in Grandview the site information is
here https://nj.grandview.systems/ In the upper right
you will find Member Portal
15th District Lodge of Instruction
January
February
March
April
May
June
September
October
November
December

Monday 13th Mercer Lodge
Wednesday 5th Hightstown Apollo
Wednesday 4th Mercer Lodge
Cancelled
Cancelled
Cancelled
Thursday 3rd Zoom 7:30
Wednesday 4th Amwell
Wednesday 4th Hightstown Apollo
Wednesday 2nd Gothic Fraternal

Living Past Masters
Robert Campbell PGC 1972
William Rowles 1972
Bob Sprout 1973
Francis Fels, PGC 1974
Charles O’Neill 1975
Gary Grubb 1976
Wayne Hetzell 1976
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979
Peter McNulty 1980
Francis Conway1981
Wayne Hetzell 1985
Raj Sudarsanam1988
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George Smith, PGC 1990
Thomas Estelle 1991
Thomas Estelle 1993
William A. Counterman 1994
James Mount, PGC 1995
Robert Hung, PGC 1996
Gerald Fabisch 1997
Gerald Fabisch 1998
Mark Megee, PDDGM 1999
Carlos Rodriguez 2000
James Mount, PGC 2001
Robert Hunh, PGC 2002
Russell Beaulieu 2003
Michael Lakat, PGP2004
Ronald Mayer 2006, 2010
John Chobrda 2007
Barry Cutler 2008
John Chobrda 2008
Keith Bergmann 2009
Keith Bergmann 2011
Earl Groendyke 2012
Denis de Leon 2013
Robert Sullivan 2014
Alexander Bragat 2015
James Hauck 2016
Ernesto Somera 2017
James Hauck 2018
Ronald Herzog 2019
Trustees
WB James Mount
WB Gary Grubb
WB George Smith
WB James Hauck
DB David Babcock

Distinguished Brothers
DB David Babcock
DB Steven Romm
Emeritus Service
RW George Smith
The Grand Lodge Of New Jersey
MW Gregory J. Scott, Peninsula Lodge # 99, Grand
Master
RW Robert V. Monacelli, AzureMasada Lodge # 22,
Deputy Grand Master
RW David L. Tucker, Atlantic Lodge # 221, Senior
Grand Warden
RW Gary J. Olsen, Durand Lodge # 179, Junior Grand
Warden
RW Robert J. Sheridan, PGM, Atlantic Lodge # 221,
Grand Treasurer
RW John S. Ryan, PGM, Livingston Lodge # 11, Grand
Secretary
RW Brian K Hartel Sr. District Deputy Grand Master
15th Masonic District, Masonic Charity Foundation
Trustee, Grand Marshal 2020 bkhartelsr@gmail.com
RW John Pownall District Ritual Instructor 15th
Masonic District hoops622@gmail.com
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Worshipful Master 2020 Contact Info.
Tony Katawick at 609-712-1488 or email at
tkatawick42@gmail.com

November 6th
Blue Moon 10/31
December 4th Annual Tentative
*Will be determined on video communication
communication ritual just gathering on the computer.

no

official

Please send corrections and omissions to me
personally.
2020 Officers
Worshipful Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Treasurer
Secretary
Chaplain
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Senior M.C.
Junior M.C.
Senior Stewart
Junior Stewart
Marshal
Historian
Tyler
Ritual Instructor

Anthony Katawick III
Michael Kraus
Edgardo Villafuerte
Steve Romm
Joseph Miczak
Christopher Aiello
Matthew Beltran
Dennis Quan
Ryan Bennett
Alex Ovejas
Paul Zeszotarski
Joe Giminaro
John Hamilton
WB Alex Bragat
WB Gerald Fabish
WB Dennis DeLeon

Please support the lodge with purchasing ShopRite gift
cards, 5% of all money will go back to our lodge.

2020 Regular Communications
Date
January 10th
February 14th
March 13th
April 10th
May 8th
June 5th
July 10th
August 7th
September 4th
October 2nd

Moon
Wolf Moon 1/10
Snow Moon 2/9
Worm Moon 3/9
*Pink Moon 4/7
*Flower Moon 5/7
*Strawberry Moon 6/5
Buck Moon 7/5
Green Corn Moon 8/3
Corn Moon 9/2
Harvest Moon 10/1

So long as the work is true, and the first brick is laid solid. The
expertise and skill only a Master Mason can perform, will
ensure that the cornerstone of the foundation can support the
institution. We support the top of the fraternity with what we
do in our daily lives.
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Brethren,
I will be holding a Zoom DLI on Thursday
September 3, 2020 at 7:30 pm
We will be going over:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Regular Meeting Requirements
Annual Meetings & Installations
Grandview Updates
Petitions for membership
Grand Lodge Annual Communication
Update
District Fall Schedule
Degree Work

Fraternally,
RW Brian K. Hartel Sr.
DDGM 15 / MCFT
Saturday September 12th

August 31, 2020

To: All Brother Masons
Subject: Official Candidates Nights 2020
Due to the limitations and restrictions we are all enduring with COVID-19 pandemic, and Governor
Murphy’s Executive Orders, M.W. Gregory J. Scott has made the following additions for the 2020
Candidates Nights:
Central Jersey Past Masters Association will conduct a Candidates Night on September 30th, 2020 from
5:00-9:00 PM at Philo Lodge No. 243, 120 Old Bridge Turnpike, South River, NJ, to be held in the
outside Pavillion. The cost is $10.00 including a meal. Reservations are necessary through R.W. David
Weiss 732-254-6017 or https://cnj-candidates-night.square.site/ Limted capacity, no walk ins, reserve
now.
North Jersey Past Masters Association will conduct a Candidates Night on October 6th, 2020, from 5:009:00 PM at Seasons Catering, 644 Pascack Road, Township of Washington, NJ, to be held outside under
an event tent. The cost is $50.00 including a meal. Capacity is limited to the first 220 attendees and no
walk ins. Reservations are necessary through R.W. Jose Figueroa 201-693-5955, or hose4360@hotmail
.com. Reserve now.
Your support for these organizations and the candidates will be greatly appreciated.
The official Grand Lodge Candidates Night will be held on October 13, 2020, as a ZOOM Candidates
Night. The event will be conducted from the Library at the Historic Trenton Masonic Temple from
7:00PM to 9:00PM, with only the candidates that are running opposed.
Rules and regulations that have been in force with the in-person candidates nights will be used during the
ZOOM Candidates Night. Complete details on the ZOOM candidates night will be released shortly.

Sincerely and fraternally,

John S. Ryan

August 31, 2020
Dear Brothers, Residents and Staff of the
Masonic Village at Burlington, and
Friends of Freemasonry,
As I write this to you, we are about to enter the 7th month of the strangest year of my lifetime.
The Global Covid 19 pandemic has dramatically changed the way that practically everything is done. Social
Distance is required, which is certainly a foreign concept to Masons, who cherish the opportunity to gather
together to share fellowship, good cheer, and to perform good works in our communities. The changes
and rules under which we have to live have affected all of our communities. That includes our community
at the Masonic Village. While our vigilant team at the Village was able to stay ahead of the virus by our
carefully planned and well executed emergency response, we were certainly not unaffected. By the
execution of that plan, we were able to contain the spread of the virus such that 90% of our residents
were protected from it.. Nevertheless, 100% of our residents and our hard-working staff were affected
by the protective measures that were necessarily put into place. Visitation by family and friends was
interrupted, and now resumes under strict guidelines to continue to protect everyone on the Village
campus. Interactive social contacts were also necessarily postponed and even the social activity of dining
together as friends and family has been mandatorily put on hiatus. Under the Governor’s Executive
Orders, many of these restrictions continue, and shall for the foreseeable future. These changes impact
everyone, in one way or another, but by continuing to follow the plan, we will work toward returning to
“normal” as soon as that becomes possible. Thank you to all of our residents, and our team members, all
of whom are dealing with the Covid situation with dignity and professionalism.
Amidst these changes, another is about to occur. Rumors about this new change have begun to
circulate and have reached my ears. I understand the concerns expressed in these rumors, particularly
among our residents and our superb staff, and want to address them, and ease those concerns. As we
demonstrated in getting ahead of the virus to prevent its spread, this letter is intended to also get ahead
of the rumor mill to prevent the spread of misinformation, and any fear or unwarranted concerns that
accompany those rumors.

For several years now, as most of you are undoubtedly aware, our brothers at The Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania, through their Ashlar Creative Solutions arm, have been assisting the Masonic Charity
Foundation (MCF) with the management of our Village. We have partnered with Pennsylvania in the daily
operations, and with the expansion of the operations of our community into the much more diverse
continuum of services we enjoy today, serving not just those in need of long term skilled nursing care, but
also residents living independently in apartments and cottages, to those needing some assistance, or to
memory care, hospice and even home care.
The rumors I have heard circulating relate to the conclusion of the management contract with
Pennsylvania at the end of this year, and that Pennsylvania will be abandoning the MCF at that time. As
with most rumors, only a very small part is true, and the majority is not, but is merely fearful speculation.
The truthful part is that the contract we presently have in place with Pennsylvania is coming to an end at
the end of 2020. It is not true that Pennsylvania is abandoning New Jersey. The reality is simply that the
relationship is going to change, and a new contract will be coming into place. As with everything else in
our lives, there will be a change. Our relationship with Pennsylvania is still strong. Over the last year or
so, it has been determined that our MCF no longer needs the high level of assistance with which
Pennsylvania has been assisting us, and that it is an appropriate time for the MCF to resume a higher level
of self-management of our operations, with the ongoing support of Pennsylvania in whatever way that it
becomes necessary. As our current contract nears its end, we are already in discussions regarding the
new contract to continue fraternal support between New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Be assured that the
bond between us remains strong, and neither our staff, nor any of our residents should be concerned that
this transition to a new phase of our management relationship will adversely affect you. Your Board of
Trustees is committed to working toward a seamless transition, as are the Board of the Masonic Villages
of Pennsylvania. We will continue to serve the needs of our residents and our staff, as we also explore
additional and alternative means of extending our services to our fraternity and the community.
Changes are opportunities, not things to be feared. The Board of the MCF is always seeking ways
to best fulfill our mission of providing for our brethren in the ways that they most require, and regularly
explores ways in which to best accomplish that mission. Resuming a greater level of the daily
management of the Village will be one of those ways. It is anticipated that the transition of a substantial
amount of that management will demonstrate significant savings to the MCF, and pave the way for
opening up even more opportunities to serve our great fraternity. I encourage you to put aside the
rumors, and the fears and concerns that they generate, and, instead, look forward to the new
opportunities that change makes possible. Be excited for the changes and join with your Board as we
explore the roads ahead.
Sincerely and Fraternally,

Attest:

Gregory J. Scott
Grand Master

John S. Ryan
Grand Secretary

